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This newsletter is a little late, but better late than never!

Thanks to everyone who made it out for our Winter Ag Conference
this year! Our crowd was one of the biggest we have had in a few

years and some great information was shared, along with a fantastic
breakfast and lunch spread!

There is a lot happening over the next few months, so be sure to look
and see what programs might interest you. 

We are all looking forward to getting out and digging in the soil
soon! The best time of year is upon us and we are all hoping for a

great season this year. 

As always, please reach out with any programs you would like to see!
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February 11- GAP Training for Tobacco Growers- 2-4pm, GCEO
February 12-15- National Farm Machinery Show, Louisville, KY
February 17- Farm SmartQPR for Lenders/Ag Business- 2pm,
GCEO
February 23 - Market Scale Certification - Drop off anytime before
10am and pick up at 2pm
March 11- PACA Cattlemen’s Annual Meeting- 6pm, GCEO
March 18- Farm Smart QPR Training- 6pm, GCEO
March 31- Woodland Carbon Markets- 10am @ McCracken
County Extension and 5:30pm @ Marshall County Extension
April 1- Carbon Markets for Grain & Livestock Producers- 10am,
GCEO
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ANR: What's Happening?
Bolded events are hosted at the Graves County Extension Office. 
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Great opportunities to support our local FFA! 
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Please note! 
This training is combining the Graves and Calloway training sites. There will be no training in

Calloway County this year. 
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Getting Started with Composting
Source: Rick Durham, Extension Professor

Composting is a great way to add valuable organic matter to your soil while reducing the amount of
yard and food waste that ends up in landfills. It’s also something that is remarkably easy to do. 

Compost is the result of a natural process where decaying organic substances, such as plants, are
broken down by microorganisms. This produces a nutrient-rich, organic material that you can apply

to your lawn or garden, much like you would a commercial fertilizer. 

You can start a compost bin or pile in your backyard. You can purchase a bin or make one using
inexpensive, leftover materials like pallets or chicken wire. The bin can be as big or small as you

want, but for most rapid composting, a pile that is at least one yard tall, one yard wide and one yard
long is best. Make sure to place your compost in an area that is flat and well-drained. 

When the compost area is ready, collect yard waste and food scraps. Yard waste can include twigs,
shrub trimmings, grass clippings, leftover straw and leaves. Most fruit, vegetable and grain scraps are

compostable as are coffee grounds, herbs, nuts and egg shells. Avoid meat scraps, oils and dairy
products. You need to have a mixture of “brown” material (dried leaves, straw, twigs, coffee

grounds, even cardboard) and “green” materials (fresh grass clippings, vegetable scraps, other fresh
plant materials) for the composting process to work.  

Mix or turn the pile once a week to help speed the breakdown of organic materials. If the compost
pile is extremely damp, turn it more often. If it is dry, add some water or fresh plant material. It can
take four to six months to complete the composting process. You will know it’s finished when the

compost is dark brown, crumbly and smells like soil. 

Compost can be used in the vegetable garden or spread around ornamental plants in the landscape,
but be careful not to use too much. A one-inch layer of compost, worked into the top few inches of

soil, will feed plants for several months. 

More information on composting or other gardening tips is available at the Graves County office of
the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.
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Dean Acheson, a politician and lawyer, once said, “You can’t argue with a river - it is going to flow. You can dam it
up, put it to useful purposes, you can deflect it, but you can’t argue with it.” The further we head into the winter,
rivers seem to become more “argumentative” as they swell and flood. So why do we typically see most of our river
flooding in the winter and early spring here in Kentucky? 

There are several factors…
During the winter months, the lack of vegetation, and the cold and occasionally frozen ground make it unable to
absorb as much water. This creates more runoff into area creeks and streams, and eventually into the riverways.

1.

The winter also tends to bring more amplified/stronger storm systems, which can result in more widespread
significant precipitation. Typically in the spring and summertime, heavy precipitation associated with
thunderstorms is more localized, while in the winter, it can cover vast expanses, leading to more impacts on the
rivers.

2.

Jam - it isn’t just for bread! Ice floating down the river can get backed up and dam up the waterway, known as
an ice jam. The water behind the jam will rise and flow out of the banks, leading to areal flooding. Subsequently,
the jam will eventually release, sending large chunks of ice and pent up water down the river, leading to potential
flooding and damage downstream. Ice jams typically occur farther north than Kentucky, where rivers are more
likely to freeze over.

3.

As we head into the early spring months, or even a warm spell after a large winter storm, rising temperatures
begin to melt away at the snow and ice on the ground. If too much ice or snow melts at once, this creates a large
amount of runoff into the waterways, leading to significant river rises. This gets amplified when heavy rains also
fall on top of the melting ice and snow. 

4.

According to FEMA and the National Inventory of Dams (2007), there are more than 80,000 dams in the
United States. Dam failure or levee breaches can occur with little warning. Failures and breaches can be slow,
lasting from days to weeks, or can be very abrupt with profound, sudden impacts to locations downstream.
Causes of dam failure vary from natural causes such as prolonged rainfall, landslides, earthquakes, or erosion -
to human causes such as improper maintenance and design, and negligent operation.

5.

In the last few months, the NWS launched nationwide Flood Inundation Mapping (FIM). These maps are available
online and help decision makers, such as Emergency Management, show the extent of inundation at different river
stage levels (both static and forecasted). FIM will help to better message the impacts for flooding events, with
increasing accuracy and capability moving forward.
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Winter and Early Spring River Flooding

Jane Marie Wix - National Weather Service Jackson, KY
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