
GRAVES COUNTY 
AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES
NEWS

GRAVES COUNTY COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION SERVICE

4200 US HWY 45
MAYFIELD, KY 42066

(270)247-2334
GRAVES.EXT@UKY.EDUDecember 2024

IN THIS EDITION:
Agent Notes
Schedule of Events
Announcements
Forages
Crops
Tobacco
Horticulture
Weather notes
Recipes



Miranda Rudolph
Extension Agent for Agriculture & Natural Resources

Graves County
miranda.rudolph@uky.edu | 270.247.2334 | 270.978.7052

I have Private Applicator Trainings scheduled for January. If you are expiring this year, you should have
received a letter. If you aren’t sure, please give me a call and I can look it up for you. We will be hosting a

GAP training for tobacco producers here on February 11th. There are plenty of other educational
opportunities on the horizon, with others still in planning stages so be sure to look through this newsletter

and stay in touch for new programs!

I hope that you all have a very Merry Christmas and that health and blessings follow you into the New
Year!

I hope this newsletter finds you well and having had an enjoyable
Thanksgiving holiday! 

As we gear up towards Christmas, things will be slowing down
around here for a bit but once we are back from Christmas Break it

will be full steam ahead into winter meeting season! Our office will be
closed from December 25th until January 2nd. 

Thank you to everyone who has attended our Maple Syrup class,
Holiday Door Swag Workshops, and Goat Milk Soap Workshops.
Next up we will be talking about value-added products using wool!

It’s going to be a great program and I hope to see several of you
there!
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State Apiarist Office Hours!
Starting in January, Dr. Amanda Skidmore – the Kentucky Department of Agriculture State

Apiarist, will be hosting a monthly zoom meeting open to anyone that would like to
participate. This will be a way for her to communicate important beekeeping related

information and an opportunity for you to ask her questions! The first meeting will be
Thursday, January 23, 2025 from 12pm EST/11am CT. If you would like to participate, please

fill out the google form linked here and she will add you to her email list where you will be
able to sign up for the meetings!

Sign up here: https://forms.gle/hwpyX1giH1Wd2Gmv9



 

December 12- Value Added Ag: Wool- 6pm, GCEO
December 14- Breakfast with Santa 4H Fundraiser - 8am-11am,
GCEO
December 14- Winter Feeding Program- UKREC, Princeton,
KY
December 25- January 1- Christmas Break, Office Closed!
January 14- Private Applicator Trainings- 8:30am OR 5:30pm,
GCEO
January 21- Private Applicator Trainings- 8:30am OR 5:30pm,
GCEO
January 31- Winter Ag Conference, Lowry Farms
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ANR: What's Happening?
Bolded events are hosted at the Graves County Extension Office. 
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3rd Annual Joint Meeting date announced
First, mark your calendars to attend the 3rd Annual Joint Meeting of the Burley &

Dark Tobacco Producer Association and Council for Burley Tobacco that will be held
January 16, 2025. The meeting will once again be held in conjunction with the

Kentucky Commodity Conference in Bowling Green, Kentucky at the Holiday Inn
University Plaza. The meeting will be an all-day meeting, with lunch and refreshments
provided. More detailed meeting information, and preregistration will be forthcoming

soon.



Winter Cover Crop Can Improve Garden Soil
Source: Rick Durham, Extension Professor, Dept. of Horticulture

No matter how small your garden is, it can play an important role in absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
and temporarily locking it in the soil. There are a number of ways you can improve on this natural cycle, but at this
time of year, the best way is through a cover crop. 

Soil left bare over the winter months is susceptible to weed growth, erosion that can wash away valuable nutrients and
a loss of carbon into the atmosphere. Soil nitrogen left over from this year’s crop is subject to leaching due to fall and
winter precipitation. Planting a fast-growing cover crop can help prevent these problems. The term crop in this
context may be misleading. These plants are not meant to be harvested. Instead, they add important nutrients,
promote beneficial bacterial growth and stabilize the soil. 

Easy and effective cover crops that can be planted at this time of year include annual rye grass, hairy vetch, red clover
and winter rye. 

Annual rye and winter rye are particularly effective as late-season cover crops. They germinate quickly and are an
effective barrier against weeds. Grasses, however, do not capture nitrogen in their root system, so consider pairing rye
with a legume, such as red clover or hairy vetch. 

Hairy vetch and red clover work well as a cover plant, whether paired with rye or by themselves. Being legumes, they
are excellent at fixing nitrogen in the soil. They are also prolific enough to reduce weeds and prevent erosion. In the
spring, their blossoms will attract bees to your garden. If you worry about hairy vetch or clover reseeding in your
lawn – though they’re pretty plants and would add biodiversity and important nutrients – just cut them back before
they bloom. 

Come spring, you have two options. You can turn over your cover crop into the soil, allowing your vegetables or
flowers to benefit from the nutrients it will slowly release. Or you can cut it back and let it die naturally, planting
directly into the crop and using it as a mulch to continue to suppress weed growth and supply nutrients to your
garden. Depending on which cover you plant, this may be easier said than done, because some, particularly grasses,
are difficult to directly sow or plant into. 

Grasses have a densely packed root system, which make them difficult to till or turn over. If your garden is
particularly small or you’re gardening in raised beds, rye might not be your best option. However, vetch and clover
both have root clumps which are easily dug up and turned over or planted between. Be sure to terminate the cover
crop before allowing the plants to go to seed. 

For more information about building healthy soil, contact the Graves County office of the University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service. 
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La Niña conditions are favored to emerge and persist during the winter months, with a 75% chance of La Niña by
November to January. La Niña, which is defined by much cooler ocean temperatures in the central and eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean, will likely affect temperature and precipitation through the winter season. A typical La Nina pattern will
bring disturbances through the Ohio Valley more frequently than usual, but whether this means Kentucky will see more
snow than usual remains unclear. During the last few winters, the most impactful winter storms have occurred when a
sudden, sharp transition from above normal to below normal temperatures is forecast, so that will be one item to pay
close attention to during the day-to-day forecast.

The long-range winter outlook slightly favors increased chances for warmer than normal conditions across the
Commonwealth. The outlook favors equal chances for above, below, or near normal seasonal precipitation (including all
rain, snow, and ice) across much of Kentucky, with the exception of far northern Kentucky, where above normal
precipitation is slightly favored. Much of the fall months have been marked by persist drier and warmer than normal
conditions across the state, with persistent areas of widespread drought. The winter precipitation outlook suggests some
drought improvement is possible through the winter.

December 2024Weather Notes
The 2024-2025 Winter Outlook

By Derrick Snyder- National Weather Service, Paducah, KY
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